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Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council 

Regional Police Academy and Training Center 

 

Basic Peace Officer Certification Course 

Eligibility Requirements 

 

Applicants must be citizens of the United States of America. 

 

Applicants must possess either a high school diploma from an accredited secondary 

institute of learning or a general educational development diploma. 

 

Applicants must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age by the first day of class. 

 

Applicants must complete a federal, state, local and military criminal background check. 

 

Applicants must score at least 70% on an entrance examination, which consists of 

reading, writing and mathematics skills. 

 

Applicants must never been nor currently on court-ordered community supervision or 

probation for any criminal offense above the grade of a Class B Misdemeanor or a Class B 

Misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

 

Applicants must not currently be under indictment or information for any criminal 

offense. 

 

Applicants must never have been convicted of an offense above the grade of a Class B 

Misdemeanor, nor convicted of a Class B Misdemeanor within the last ten (10) years. 

 

Applicants must never have been convicted of any Family Violence offense, regardless of 

the class of the offense. 

 

Applicants must not be prohibited by state or federal law from operating a motor vehicle. 

 

Applicants must not be prohibited by state or federal law from possessing a firearm or 

ammunition. 

 

Applicants must complete a physical examination, a drug screening, and a psychological 

screening. 

 

If the applicant is under 22 years old as of the first day of class, the applicant is required 

to have a meningitis vaccination within the past five (5) years.  

 

Tuition from the Basic Peace Officer Course is $2,200.  The tuition does not cover the cost 

of uniforms, firearms, ammunition, weapons, duty equipment, handcuffs, or academic 

supplies.  Contact the Academy regarding the available payment plan. 

 

The Day Academy is Monday through Friday, 8am to 5 pm. 

 

The Night Academy is Monday through Thursday, 6pm to 10pm and Saturday 8am to 5pm. 

 

Please contact the Regional Police Academy and Training Center at (956) 364-4507 or 

(956) 682-3481 for more information. 

 

Payments can be made by cash or purchase order.  Personal checks may be accepted if 

authorized by the Academy Director. 


